The most important epidemiological feature during the month was the increased number of cases of poliomyelitis. Notifications of the disease during the four weeks ended 26th July numbered 24, whereas there was none last year. Because of the difficulty of establishing diagnoses, the number notified is subject to alteration because of changes, either from the notified causes or from some other disease, especially cerebro-spinal fever, for which the patients are admitted to hospital. (The number verified as at Oth August is 47.)
A circular letter will be issued to medical practitioners. There were 3 deaths, including 1 certified as polio-encephalitis.
There were only 6 cases of paratyphoid, etc., compared with 21 a year ago, while cases of malaria numbered 5 against 9, and dysentery 14 compared with 23.
The prevalence of scarlet fever is similar to that of a year ago with no deaths, while diphtheria again shows a considerable reduction, 59 against 90.
Oases of pneumonia were only slightly more numerous than was the case a year ago ; the mortality has not increased. Tuberculosis again shows an increase, pulmonary cases numbering 226 against 191 a year ago, while the respective figures for non-pulmonary forms of the disease were 49 and 32. Mortality from both forms is also higher.
The non-notifiable diseases of childhood show low numbers, for, apart from the fact that these diseases are usually at a minimum at this time of the year, full information is not obtained of all cases occurring because of school closure for holidays.
The case of infective jaundice, a young man, was removed from one of the infirmaries. His home address is outwitli the city.
The birth rate was 24.5 compared with 23.3, while the death rate was 12.3 against 11.4 a year ago. Infant mortality was higher, 129 against 109.
